Anesthetic considerations for the pediatric plastic surgical patient.
An understanding of the anesthesiologist's concerns during pediatric plastic surgical procedures can facilitate the coordination of efforts between the multiple services involved in the care of these children. Prior to surgery, the child's history is obtained and physical examination is performed. The condition of the airway is the primary concern. Preoperative medication is usually given by oral routes to avoid injections. Induction intubation, maintenance, and emergence are discussed. Specific postanesthesia care is described. Special precautions are given for children having surgical repair of craniofacial anomalies. Cleft lip and palate and mandibular advancement are described.